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appointed Governor of the upper or Balaghaut portion
of the Carnatic, with his head-quarters at Bijapur, the
ancient capital of the Adil Shahi kings. Muzaffer
Jung resolved to oppose the succession of his uncle,
Nasir Jung, and for this reason made a combination
with Chanda Saheb; who was then a prisoner of the
Mahrattas and kept in honourable confinement at Sattara.
In order to explain who Chanda Saheb was it will be
.necessary to go back somewhat, but this retrospect
is of the utmost importance, since it was owing 'to
Chanda Saheb's connection with the French that Euro-
pean interference in the politics of the Deccan originated.
In 1732 Saadut Ullah, the Nawab of the Carnatic, died
He had ruled since 1710 before the time that Asaf Jah
made himself independent. Although nominally the
Carnatic was a portion of the Deccan, Saadut Ullah had
always exercised a certain amount of independence, and,
when he died, having no sons, he appointed his eldest
nephew Dost Ali, to succeed him in the Nawabship.
This appointment, however, was never recognized by
Asaf Jah and no sunnad confirming him was ever des-
patched. Dost Ali however remained in power and
practically ruled the whole of the Southern Carnatic
Dost Ali had a son named Safdar Ali and one of his
daughters was married to his Dewan Chanda Saheb.
At this time (1736) Trichinopoly was an independent
Hindu kingdom, but, the Rajah having died, Dost Ali
resolved to endeavour to attach it to his dominions. Accor-
dingly he sent an army under his son Safdar Ali and
Chanda Saheb to lay siege to the town. Chanda Saheb
managed to persuade the Ranee to admit him into the
fort with a body of troops and then treacherously seized
the queen, put her in prison, where she died, and took
ion of the kingdom in the name of Dost Ali.